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It was lovely to see so many of you at the launch of this year’s exhibition, Myths Monuments and 
Memory on Easter Saturday. The exhibition was put together by Jane Golding and her daughter 
Lauren and we were delighted  Lauren’s university tutor was able to attend. Jane and Lauren 
have put together an exceptional display using the new format with no space wasted. There is 
also a new challenge this year, Count the Dragons. This is proving very popular with younger 
visitors. Thank you once again to all Friends who have agreed to take a turn on the rota and I 
hope you also can find the dragons. Rota reminders are now sent out by Caroline. 

Last September many of you attended a fabulous ‘Show and Tell’ talk by Sally Ann Spence. Last 
week she was a member of the winning Hawkstone Farmers choir on Britains Got Talent. 

We are making steady progress to merge the Friends and Trustee committees and are hoping to 
hold the Friends final committee meeting this month. We have already had a refund on 
insurance, so this is a promising start.  Although we are combining the committees it will not 
diminish the actual workload undertaken by the Friends, just half the committee time. Put 
another way We Still Need You. 

It was lovely to see many of the rota Friends at the get together last Friday 5th June. This is the 
first time we have held this event, so it was good to be able to meet and get to know one 
another. I was greatly surprised and absolutely delighted to receive the rather splendid AI card, 
yellow rose plant and gift Token for The Greyhound as a thank you for my 10 years as Chairman. 
The last few years have been very busy but under the leadership of Karen, our curator, and an 
extremely loyal and reliable committee of Stephen Cowlam, John Henville, John  Davis, Verity 
Cavanagh and Lucy Dillstone I think we have remained a happy band. I am now delighted to 
hand over to Caroline who joined us last year, is a whiz with IT and will be the Friends new leader 
and main voice on the new merged committee. Thank you Friends for your support over the 
years and the lovely gift which I suspect was arranged by Karen. 

 

 

 

Jo Coad 

One Friend to Another… 
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At the end of May we have just completed week 10 of the new season and have welcomed 295 
visitors to the museum and a further 137 Friends and visitors have joined us for the monthly 
talks. We are very grateful to our band of volunteer rota members who open and close the 
museum each Saturday and Sunday and ensure our visitors are looked after. An invitation was 
made to join us for a ‘thank you’ event at the beginning of June to show our appreciation.  

This year’s exhibition, Myths, Monuments and Memories, has been very well received and 40 
Friends and visitors joined us for the launch in April. If you haven’t visited yet we are open every 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon 2pm to 5pm with free entry. As well as this year’s exhibition, our 
displays include the history of the school which started in the museum building, our literary 
connections John Betjeman and Thomas Hughes and of course our famous White Horse. Why 
not combine a museum visit with tea and cake in the church served every Sunday until the end 
of September 2.30pm to 5pm. 

Alvin has been busy completing research requests for people who have ancestors linked to the 
village including the family of Margaret Thatcher’s husband Dennis who have many graves in the 
churchyard and go back centuries. 

We are usually in attendance at the Uffington Farmers Market the 1st Sunday every month which 
gives us the opportunity to sell our merchandise and importantly speak to visitors about the 
museum. If you would like to know more then please stop and have a chat. 

And finally, a free way of supporting us is to follow us on Facebook – Uffington Museum or visit 
our website www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk. A review on TripAdvisor or Google is also very helpful 
as it improves our overall score and moves us up the page when searching. 

 

 

 

 

Small Changes, Big Difference 
Exploring a More Neurodivergent-Friendly Museum. 

Museums are places where everyone can feel welcome, comfortable and inspired. Sometimes 
small changes can make a big difference, especially when we recognise that people experience 
the world in different ways. We’ve started exploring how visitors can engage with the Museum in 
ways that suit them. 
 

 

 

 

 

Karen     

Pilcher 

Curator’s Report 

http://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/
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With support and funding from Museum Development South East, we are looking at how our 
spaces, displays and activities can better support people with neurodivergent experiences. We 
are engaging an experienced freelancer to work with us and our community partners, during 
September and October, to create a Visual Story for our website. A Visual Story is designed to 
help visitors feel more confident and prepared before they arrive by explaining what to expect 
from a museum visit in a clear, step-by-step way using simple language, photographs and 
helpful descriptions. 
 
This work is one of the actions defined in our Equality Impact Assessment which is part of our 
Access Plan and Accredited status. 
 
We will also be running an awareness session for rota volunteers about neurodivergence and 
inclusive visitor experiences. Everyone is welcome to get involved in the project at any stage. 
Please let us know if you are interested in taking part, or if you know someone outside the 
Friends group who might like to be involved.  
 
Jane Golding uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com 

 

 

 

What’s been happening? 

Rota Party 

We had a lovely evening with our Rota Volunteers on Friday 5th June, at a gathering in the 
museum to say Thank You for welcoming our visitors. 

Here are Verity, Karen and Gillian staking out the food and drink!  
The party was Verity’s idea and she organised the evening along 
with Caroline. 
 
We all thanked Jo for her contributions over 10 years.  Now that 
the Friends committee has merged with the Uffington Museum 
Trust, Jo no longer needs to run the committee and is looking 
forward to spending more time with her family!  Jo will still be a 

https://mdse.org.uk/
mailto:uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com
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fixture at the museum and continue to brighten our Thursday morning meetings.  Karen 
presented Jo with a card signed by the committee and a gift from the museum. 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Hugh Smith – a new rota volunteer – who won our guess 
the mystery object competition and took home a bottle of fizz! The object was 
a crotal bell which has been in one of our cabinets ever since I’ve been on the 
rota and no doubt before….and only one person got it right!  To be fair it wasn’t 
labelled and this will be rectified… 

 

Nicola Cornick Book Launch 

In our last issue we interviewed Nicola Cornick, local author of historical fiction, proud Ashdown 
House volunteer and Friend of the museum.  Nicola Launched her latest book ‘The Fourth Queen’ 
at the Vale and Downland Museum on the 5th June.  It is a dual time mystery about Henry VIII’s 
fourth wife Anne of Cleeves.  Nicola sets all her books locally, with this one featuring the Wantage 
Bookshop!  We are delighted she has signed some copies for us which we’re selling in the 
museum. 
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Talks at the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall 

https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html  

Coleshill – Nerve Centre of the British Resistance 

A great turnout to hear about the locals who put their lives on the line when they enlisted to be 
saboteurs trained to resist a German invasion.   
 
Myths, Monuments and Meaning 

Our very own Lauren and Jane Golding showed us the importance of the Ridgeway from prehistory 
to the enclosure acts, and how the monuments and their myths have influenced our ancestors.  
Who knew that dragons used to live in long barrows!   

Oxfordshire on the Home Front: 1914 - 1918 

 

https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html
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In his talk on Monday 11th June, Stephen Barker showed us how Oxfordshire’s towns and villages 
were integral to our success in the First World War, through working in munitions factories, 
nursing soldiers in our many dedicated hospitals, including the Pump House Hospital in 
Faringdon, and housing Belgian refugees – but only the best sort!  All his stories are drawn from 
witness accounts, such as nurse Phipps’ delightful patient autograph book.  Thanks too for 
bringing us the story that Mr. Kosser, of Uffington’s Post Office and village shop, changed his name 
to Mr. Cosser shortly after the outbreak of the war, to sound less German – along with our royal 
family, who as we know changed their name to Windsor.  https://stephen-barker.co.uk/  

The hall microphones have been less than perfect for some of our talks, apologies to those who 
struggled to hear.  This has now been rectified. 

You can see our programme of upcoming talks and recordings of past events on our 
website https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html  

 

Upcoming Events 

Talk: Oxfordshire’s Highwaymen 

6th July, 7:30pm at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall 

Everyone has heard tales of Dick Turpin and other 
dashing highwaymen, but Oxfordshire boasts its own 
home-grown rogues. Mike White shares stories about 
both famous and lesser-known highwaymen who 
terrorised the county. Discover which highwayman only 
stole from enemies of the King, which dandy danced 
with his lady victims, which rogue single-handedly 
robbed the army payroll, who rode to York in a single day, 
and which bad boy was a bishop. 

Mike will be signing copies of his book ‘Rogues of the Road’ after the talk.   

Mike is an acknowledged local author and speaker, having also written The Ox-Files 
and The Veiled Veil – all available from the Wantage Bookshop and the usual retailers.  
Check out his article on BBC Radio Oxfordshire’s programme Secret Oxfordshire - 
Highwaymen of Oxfordshire https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0mc798l . 

Talk: Coffee and Coffee Houses in Oxford 

3rd August, 7:30pm at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall 

Did you know that coffee was recommended as protection against the bubonic 
plague in the seventeenth century?  Melanie King explores the history of coffee from 
its arrival in England in the 1650s, with a special nod to Oxford's coffee houses. 

Melanie has had a varied international career and founded The History Forum in 
2023 - a series  of online talks by professional historians.  She also has an 
accompanying book Tea, Coffee and Chocolate, and has written many more titles!  
https://melaniekingbooks.com/  

https://stephen-barker.co.uk/
https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p0mc798l
https://melaniekingbooks.com/
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Interview – Dave Cavanagh from Friends of the Ridgeway 
Dave is an active Friend and a great support to Verity when she’s managing the rota! 

For most of my career I studied viruses at the Institute for Animal 
Health at Compton, Berks.  After I retired, I was excited to learn 
that the virus I studied turned out to be a distant relative of Covid 
virus.  Hopefully the work we did helped promote the 
understanding of the virus. 

I’ve always loved walking and I’ve been leading walks for the 
Ramblers since the 90s, so when I retired over 10 years ago it felt 
natural to join the Friends of the Ridgeway.  We are a registered 
charity and entirely voluntary organisation set up in 1982 to 
campaign against the destructive and intrusive use of The 
Ridgeway National Trail by non-essential motor vehicles, and to 
preserve and maintain the special nature of The Ridgeway.   

My favourite stretch of the Ridgeway runs from Kingston Lisle to 
Bishopstone - the walk back up the Bishopstone Coombe and 
past the strip lynchets takes my breath away every time.  I love 
escaping from the hubbub of village life to the stillness of the 
downs.  Coming from Yorkshire I love hills, and so feel at home by 
the White Horse, the highest point in Oxfordshire (a full 261m 
above sea level)! 

 

My role at Friends of the Ridgeway 

I am a trustee of the Friends of the Ridgeway (FoR) and I edit the quarterly newsletter.  The 
Ridgeway is such a wonderful asset, I feel it’s important to let people know about its wealth of 
walks and historical monuments, and all the local Ridgeway events – hence the newsletter. 

I occasionally work with the Ridgeway and Thames Path Volunteers on cutting back encroaching 
vegetation and repairing the surface of the Trail. In 2012 I was a founder member of the Vale 
Path Volunteers, the path maintenance team of the Vale of White Horse Ramblers.  

Over the last couple of years we have also been supporting the Historic Ridgeway Project. This 
aims to make several Ancient Monuments along the Ridgeway more accessible to the public. 
The VPV has worked at Wayland’s Smithy and Scutchamer Knob and continue to do so; 
vegetation always grows back! I act as a path warden for the parishes of Uffington, Woolstone 
and Compton Beauchamp, within the Oxfordshire Ramblers Parish Path Warden Network.  I’m 
proud to have played a part in the replacing of so many stiles with new gates in those parishes. 

Our achievements 

The FoR started as the Ridgeway Conservation Conference in 1973, with the aim of preventing 
recreational vehicles such as 4x4s from driving on the Ridgeway, churning up the tracks and 
making them difficult to walk and ride along.  We were delighted to achieve this, starting with 
winter bans introduced by Wiltshire and West Berkshire Councils.  We continued to campaign in 
Parliament which resulted in a year-round ban - though only in Oxfordshire.  We’re still working 

https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/
https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/about-us/newsletters/
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to have the ban applied to Wiltshire and West Berkshire, and all the byways in England and 
Wales.  We were hoping for news of upcoming legislation in this years’ King’s Speech, but 
unfortunately, he made no reference to it. 

Another major achievement for us was the establishment of the annual Swire Ridgeway Arts 
Prize in 2015, with a generous grant from Adrian Swire.  This grant is running out and we are 
seeking one or more benefactors to keep it going. 

We are now expanding our reach to promote chalk ridges across the UK, specifically the Great 
Chalk Way running from Dorset to Norfolk.   One of our trustees has waymarked two sections in 

Wiltshire, and we have also supplied some of 
the information boards at the beginning and 
end of the component trails - we have just one 
left to put up.  
https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/the-ridgeway-
and-great-chalk-way/  

 

Personal highlights 

A highlight of my time at FoR was being privileged to take part in recent White Horse 
excavations, featuring David Miles and archaeologists of Oxford Archaeology.  This also involved 
removing some of the turf that had encroached upon the Horse, and the deposition of fresh 
chalk in places. More importantly, I was lucky enough to meet David and also Pam Ayres on the 
hill!   

I have got to know other inspiring people through my association with the FoR.  Local artist Anna 
Dillon curates the Swire Prize, and she and photographer Hedley Thorne both create stunning 
images of our local landmarks.  They have collaborated to give us the Elevating Wiltshire 
exhibition at the Wiltshire Museum in Devizes. 

The power of volunteering 

It was only when I retired that I realised how much volunteers do throughout the country.  In 
Uffington alone they run the museum, the hall, the football, tennis and cricket clubs and 
walking group to name but a few. 

Uffington Museum is a microcosm of what can be achieved by volunteers.  The annual 
exhibition is made possible entirely due to the enthusiasm of a few.  The museum can only open 
due to the coordination and organisation of the 40 or so rota volunteers. This thriving museum is 
also an amazing local archive.  The Craven family box alone is a mine of info – I read it the last 
time I was on the rota! 

Join Us 

Like Uffington Museum, Friends of the Ridgeway is run entirely by volunteers and funded by our 
Friends, donations and grants.  You can join us here!  https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/join-us/  
Thank you! 

 

 

https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/swire-ridgeway-arts-prize/
https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/swire-ridgeway-arts-prize/
https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/the-ridgeway-and-great-chalk-way/
https://ridgewayfriends.org.uk/the-ridgeway-and-great-chalk-way/
https://www.annadillon.com/
https://www.annadillon.com/
https://www.facebook.com/hedley.thorne/
https://www.wiltshiremuseum.org.uk/news-articles/exhibition/wessex-airscapes-of-wiltshire/
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Meet the Friends 
Each issue we’ll invite you to meet one of our volunteers – this month we’re delighted to 
introduce Caroline Grundy 
 

What do you do for Uffington Museum? 

I have been ‘on the rota’  for over 15 years but retiring 
last year has given me the time to do more.  Since then 
I’ve restarted the Friends’ Newsletter and organise the 
monthly talks in the village hall.  I also network with 
other museums and work closely with Southern 
Oxfordshire Tourism to boost our presence and visitor 
numbers. 

Why do you volunteer? 

I have a (very old) degree in Archaeology, and 
volunteering gives me an opportunity to return to my 
first love.  I’m looking forward to getting more involved 
in the curator activities and joining the Uffington 
Museum Trust as the Friends Representative.  

What was the highlight of the year for you? 

I enjoy organising the talks and meeting the speakers.  
I was stunned when Dr Murdock from Oxford 
University of Natural History agreed to come to little 
old Uffington to share his Dinosaur Highway talk.  It 
was incredibly generous of him to give up his time and 
make the trek all the way from Oxford! 

What goals would you like to achieve for the museum in the next 12 months? 

To increase visitor numbers and make us more known in the local area - and encourage more 
Friends to join us.   

What do you enjoy most about volunteering? 

Everyone is lovely!  The team of core Friends is welcoming, dedicated and fun to work with, and 
it’s great to get more involved in the wider historical community. 

Contact Us  
For anything museum related please email our curator Karen at 
uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com  
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And Finally…. 
To all our Friends, thank you for continuing to support us! 

 

 


