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The opening season is drawing to a close at the end of October - Sunday 26" October is the final
day of opening this year. Thank you to all the rota volunteers who have devoted their time over
the hot summer months to open the museum for the visiting public. We rely on you completely
and are always looking for new Friends willing to take a turn. Training is given and there is always
an instruction sheet on the desk. A welcoming smile is the main essential needed! If you are
interested, please contact Caroline carolinegrundy8@gmail.com.

The monthly talks now organised by Caroline are very successful we have had two enthralling
speakers for September and October. The talks are also a good opportunity to meet other
Friends. Our Christmas get together at noon on 30" November is a little earlier this year and is a
good time for new Friends to meet, buy a stocking filler and enjoy a Christmas drink and nibbles.
It also gives you a final chance to see the exhibition.

With the museum closed during the winter months other work takes over as running the
museum is very similar to running any business. A new exhibition is researched and planned,
policies must be renewed including the forward plan, there is general maintenance and filing to
be considered. If there are any Friends who are willing to provide us with their expertise in any
field please contact Caroline, Jo or Karen. This does not have to be a regular commitment more
a ‘when needed ‘offer, and a chance to help things to continue to run smoothly next year!.

What effect is climate change having on Uffington Museum?

At the beginning of October, Jane Golding and | attended a workshop at the Ashmolean Museum
in Oxford on Climate Adaptation. As our climate changes and temperatures in particular rise,
many aspects of our building, collections, visitors and finances are impacted.

Our building is at risk from soil heave, especially being built on clay with no foundations and the
differing temperatures increase humidity and subsequently pest infestation. Staff and visitors
are impacted by hot weather and potentially uncomfortable working conditions, although the
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museum is one of the coolest places to be - literally! There is also a potential impact on visitor
numbers due to extreme weather albeit this year’s attendance numbers are on a par with
previous years —over 1000 to the beginning of October. A reduction in visitors can lead to a
decline in revenue as footfall drops and as we rely heavily on donations and sales, this is
another worrying aspect.

We discussed a number of areas where we can collaborate with other museums including:

¢ Emergency planning - running scenario planning for Oxfordshire museums with focus
on weather events

e Energy reduction - bidding for funding, experiences and solutions

e Supplier engagement — exploring shared suppliers

e Environmental monitoring — tools used for managing spaces

e General sharing of experiences and learning

In practical terms, Uffington Parish Council as owners of the building already commission an
annual survey to highlight any issues to the museum structure. We use pest traps to monitor any
infestation - we have a wonderful, coloured chart of creepy crawlies to aid identification! A
couple of years ago we updated the heating system from old storage heaters to radiators where
the temperature can be monitored remotely from a phone.

It was a very thought-provoking session and, whilst we possibly don’t have as many risks as
many of the larger museums, it has already changed our focus from reducing our environmental
impact, known as climate mitigation, to climate adaptation.

Friends Survey

Thank you to everyone who filled in our survey. We had 31 responses and some great ideas for
increasing engagement with our visitors.

The aim of the survey was to understand a bit more about our Friends, to see if you have enough
support and to pick your brains for ways to improve our visitor experience.

A couple of Friends have suggested a new information sheet of fun facts, to support new
volunteers who aren’t so familiar with the collection. We’ve set up a form for you to contribute
your suggestions which we’ll review and collate into a handy reference to include with your How
To Guide! https://forms.office.com/r/afEYAEEUyf Please send inyour suggestions before the
end of November.

You can see the full results of the survey at the end of the newsletter.

Regency Tea Party

Our Regency Tea Party at the village hall on Saturday was a great success. Guests were treated
to a high tea of sandwiches, cakes and scones, all served on beautiful vintage china provided by
Timeless Tea Party Hire based in Uffington.
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We thought a Regency tea party would be a wonderful way to celebrate Jane Austen’s
anniversary and raise funds for the museum. It was great fun with activities for children and a
photo booth where visitors tried on bonnets before posing. We are incredibly grateful to
everyone who supported us, including the Friends of Uffington Museum who supplied cakes,
scones and sandwiches.

As you know, the tea party complemented the months of careful curation and analysis of
fascinating historical documents by volunteers Jane and Lauren Golding and local author
Nicola Cornick, who put together our insightful and exciting exhibition on the writer’s
connection to Uffington - ‘Pride and Patronage’.

3 https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk



Friends of Uffington Museum Newsletter - Autumn 2025

A trip to the Oxford Bus Museum with OMC

Karen and Caroline were delighted to attend the September Oxfordshire Museum Council
(OMC) gathering of curators and volunteers. This meeting was held at the Oxfordshire Bus
Museum, next door to Hanborough Railway Station.

The OMC was established in the 1980s to encourage and support museums and galleries to
work co-operatively to develop public access to the collections in their care. The meetings
provide a forum for ideas and a sounding board for any issues volunteers may have. This month
we focussed on the challenges of attracting visitors, and the shift from internet publicity back to
old-fashioned brown signage, as visitors take a more relaxed approach to planning day trips.

This was followed by a curated visit around both the Bus and the Morris exhibitions, including
vintage pushbikes! They were crammed with fascinating memorabilia and stories, a lot of which
had been donated by enthusiasts. Both had enjoyable dioramas, such as a Morris garage from
the mid-20" century, and a dilapidated bus waiting to be discovered in a barn.

We would thoroughly recommend a visit!

\?
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Karen visiting the Morris garage and climbing aboard the old Wantage minibus
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Can you spot the Uffington bus headsign?

52nd British Association of Friends of Museums (BAFM) Annual
Conference 2025 in Bristol — Saturday 4 October

by Caroline Grundy

Jo couldn’t make the 2025 BAFM conference this year so kindly passed the invitation on to me. |
arrived at Bristol’s M Shed Museum at Bristol Docks just before the doors were opened. There
were a few fellow museum Friends already gathered in the morning chill, on what promised to
be a bright, sunny day packed with activities for the public as part of Bristol’s Docks Heritage
Weekend.

Uffington Museum is a member of The British Association of Friends of Museums, ably
represented for many years by Jo. The BAFM exists to help, encourage, inform and assist
Friends, supporters and volunteers of museums, galleries, and other cultural organisations in
all sections of UK heritage. It’s patron is HRH The Duke of Gloucester no less!

The theme of this years’ conference was inclusion, and curators from Bristol and the British
Museum gave short lectures sharing their advice on how to engage and keep our Friends. It was
also an opportunity to meet other members and swap stories. [t was inspiring to meet so many
genuinely enthusiastic Friends who love their museums! Click here to visit other members’
websites https://www.bafm.co.uk/members-links/ and to find out more about BAFM.
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This steam train was dusted off for the Docks Heritage Weekend, with a crane and M Shed
behind. M Shed is located in a former dockside transit warehouse that was originally builtin
1951. https://www.bristolmuseums.org.uk/m-shed/

Uffington Museum Christmas Decoration

We’re excited to announce our new Christmas Decoration for sale in
the museum. It’s a ceramic disc that can be hung on your tree or
anywhere you like! It costs £10 and as ever profits from its sale will go

i YT A, % to the museum. They are for sale at our Farmer’s Market stall, or email
L ® ) . ,
il & v uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com. Karen has only ordered 20 so you’ll
#2025 0/ e @ g g

*@ ; :-'-g;_;}* have to be quick!
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Talks at the Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall
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https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html

Bronze Age Hoards, 9th September

Our 2025 programme of talks is continuing to enthral Uffington and Friends! Sally-Ann Spence’s Bronze
Age Hoards ‘show and tell’ in September was very popular. Sally brought along dozens of replicas and
artefacts ranging from early prehistoric axe heads, through to bronze age swords and iron age arrow
heads - and everything in between! Everyone got a chance to handle the items up close, and Sally-Ann
brought them to life by sharing her deep understanding not only of the objects, but how they were made
and where they came from. The museum s incredibly grateful to Sally-Ann who took time out of her very
busy schedule for us.

See more images from her show and tell on our website https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/sally-ann-
spence.html

Tolkien and the Folly Tower, 6th October
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Sjoerd Vogt is a local figure in Faringdon, known for his theories connecting J.R.R. Tolkien's Lord of the
Rings to the Folly Tower and surrounding area.

His entertaining talk created a compelling case for Folly Hill being Tolkien’s inspiration for Hobbiton Hill,
by piecing together circumstantial evidence ranging from local placenames, a small boy seeing Tolkien
and Lord Berners spending time together while the Tower was being built, to the discovery of Tolkien-like
sketches of Middle Earth beneath 1940s wallpaper in a cottage in Hatford - called ‘Rivendell. And many
more!

Sjoerd has spent years investigating clues and, now he feels that he has enough evidence, he’s about to
publish his findings on his website.

Could Tolkien’s painting of Hobbiton Hill (above) be based on the view of Folly Hill from ‘Rivendell’
Cottage in Hatford?

If you missed it, a film of the talk is available on our website
https://www.uffingtonmuseum.co.uk/talks.html

If you’re curious about the Folly Tower, sign up to the Folly Flannery newsletter here
https://www.faringdonfolly.org.uk/folly-flannery.html

Upcoming Events

Steam - the New Wonder
3rd November, 7:30pm at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall

Liz Derrington volunteers at the Richard Jefferies Museum in Swindon and will be presenting her
popular talk about how the arrival of the railway changed Swindon forever. The aim of talk is to take a
look — based mainly on Jefferies' own words - at how Swindon was re-invented. You might expect him,
as someone who was passionate about nature, to be appalled at all the building, smoke, noise and
increasing population, but you may be surprised!
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Christmas Party
Sunday 30th November, Museum

We’re looking forward to celebrating a successful year
with our Friends, join us for drinks and festive nibbles on
30" November at the museum. We’d love to see you
there!

Next Year’s Exhibition

We are delighted that next year’s exhibition will be titled ‘Myths, Monuments, and Memory’,
curated by Lauren and Jane Golding. This exhibition will explore the myths and legends
associated with the landscape of the Uffington White Horse, from St George and the Dragon to
the legend of Weland the Smith. It will draw on community memory to tell the story of the
landscape and its continued significance from prehistory to the modern day.

And finally — to check you were paying attention, we have some
Pride and Patronage Quizzes for you!

Jane Austen Exhibition Quiz
All the answers to the quiz can be found in our Pride and Patronage exhibition

1. Jane spent the first 25 years of her life at Steventon Rectory, the Austen family home in
Hampshire. It was here that the family's connection to the Vale began.

Who were the two families that had close ties to Jane’s, and also connected to the
Cravens?

a. Fulwar and Craven
b. Lloyd and Fowle
c. Duckand Cover

2. Howdid the families meet?
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a. Brothers Fulwar and Thomas were pupils of Jane’s Father
b. They were introduced at a ball at Ashdown House held by the Cravens
c. While visiting the pump rooms in Bath

3. Jane’s father and two brothers followed a similar profession, what was it?

a. Publishing
b. Farming
c. Theclergy

4. Martha Lloyd lived with Jane and the other Austen women at various homes for many
years, including in Bath and Southampton. From 1809, she moved with them to
Chawton Cottage, where Jane completed most of her novels. Jane described Martha as
a "friend and sister under every circumstance".

Martha wrote a book of her own, what title do we publish it as today?

a. MrsLloyd’s Book of Household Management
b. Martha Lloyd’s Household Book
c. Pride and Home Management

5. What was the title of Jane Austen’s first novel, written when she was just 19?

a. Lady Susan
b. Sense and Sensibility
c. Emma

6. Jane accepted a marriage proposal from her friends’ brother while she and her sister
Cassandra were visiting the family home at Manydown Park. Though she initially said
yes, Jane had a change of heart by the next morning, prompting her and Cassandra to
leave Manydown in haste. Was he:-

a. Henry Small-Apple
b. Hector Large-Percy
c. Harris Bigg-Wither

Answers below, congratulations if you scored 6 out of 6!

b. Lloyd and Fowle

a. Brothers Fulwar and Thomas were pupils of Jane’s Father
c. The clergy

b. Martha Lloyd’s Household Book

a. Lady Susan

c. Harris Bigg-Wither

o0 rLN=
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Pride and Patronage Word Search
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Uffington Museum Friends Feedback — Survey Results

We have over 100 Friends and 31 completed our survey, thank you!
A bit about our Friends
Most of you are longstanding Friends who have been with us for over 4 years. It’s great to

see we’re attracting new Friends, and we will work to increase membership even further.

1. How long have you been a Friend?

@ 0-1years 2
@ 2-4years 6

COver 4 years 23
o ye

2. Do you live in Uffington? If not, please tell us where you live

@ ves 19

. Other 12

3. What prompted you to become a friend?

@ Fersonal recommendation 8
. Visit to the museum 2]

@ Museum talkin the village hall 3

@ Whits Horse Show ]
. Farmer's market museum stall 1
. Other 10

How our Friends feel about the rota

If you would like to volunteer, please email carolinegrundy8@gmail.com and we’ll contact
you, and add you for next year if you decide it’s for you. The rota is published at the
beginning of the season (Easter) so there is ample notice for those travelling longer
distances or with busy calendars.
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It’s great to see that most people on the rota feel that the Welcome Notes and How To
Guides are very helpful.

One friend has suggested a new information sheet of fun facts to support new volunteers
who aren’t so familiar with the collection. We’ve set up a form here for you to contribute
your suggestions! Click here https://forms.office.com/r/afEYAEEUyf

4. Did you volunteer an the rota this year?

QP v 14

5. Would you like to volunteer on the rota next year (we will contact you if you select Yes or
Maybe)?

@ Ve 12
@ No 13
@ Maybe 6

6. If you answered 'No" or 'Maybe', please say if there's anything we can change to make
volunteering something you'd consider

A Friend mentioned that they would feel vulnerable being in the museum alone. We
understand this, which is why some Friends volunteer on the rota together or with a non-
museum buddy.

Another Friend mentioned the lack of a loo. As you know the museum has no running
water, but there are loos available at the pub and the shop, also in the church next to the
kitchen while the teas are on. Some of our friends buddy up so that one can disappear if
necessary!
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7. Volunteers only - did you feel equipped to carry out your role as a volunteer?

@ = 14 \

.r\o 1

@ Maybe 1

8. Volunteers only - if you answered 'No' or 'Maybe' please say if there's anything that you'd like
more information or training for

One Friend has asked how to find items noted in the Archive listing (Modes). We are happy
to offer one to one training for this, or anything else, email uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com

9. Are there any improvements to the museum or the rota that you'd like to suggest?

You don’t think that any improvements are needed! The WhatsApp Group has been well-
received. One Friend has suggested that rota members provide a list of unavailable dates
before we create the rota, which you can do by emailing them to
veritycavanagh@gmail.com

10. Every year we hold a season kick off event and a Christmas gathering in the museum, as well
as the monthly talks. Are there any other activities that you'd like the Friends to organise?

@ Trips to other museums or gall... 7
@ History walks 6

Other 1
o

We are arranging a trip to the Bodleian Library early next year and will be sending an
invitation out later this year.

How are Friends finding Easy Fundraising to use
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11. Have you signed up for Easy Fundraising?

@ v 4
® 1o 12

12. If you answered 'No' please select a reason why

@ ! need more training 0
. I'm worried about security 3
. | haven't got around to it yet 5
@ Other 4

Quite a few friends would appreciate extra training on Easy Fundraising. Their proprietary
videos do not go into much detail, so we are happy to provide training to anyone who needs
it, email uffingtonmuseum@gmail.com

13. We raise our funding through donations, gift sales, talks, our Farmer's Market stall, grants,
Easy Fundraising and the White Horse Show. If you have any other ideas please enter them
here, thank you

A friend from Ashbury mentioned that they use quiz nights, a burns night and an auction of
promises to raise money for their village hall. These are great ideas that work wellin

Ashbury: we are a very small team and will consider whether we can manage this level of
organisation.

14. Is there anything else you'd like to tell us about?

Thank you to the Friend who said, ‘Only that | think it's an amazing museum, always
interesting and attractive, and a real asset for our small village.’
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